CENTRE FOR WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT AND RESEARCH

TSUNAMI RELIEF AND REHABILITATION ACTIVITIES REPORT

Immediately after Tsunami Tidal wave on 26th December 2004 we have started the relief  and rehabilitation work among fishing villages, where we are already working and closer to out office.  CWDR is involved in 13 fishing villages, 7 areas (Odaimanagar, Oorur Olcot Kuppam, Thiruvanmiyur, Kottivakkam, Chinna Nelankarai, Periya Nilankarai, Vettuvankeni) in the city area near our office and 6 villages (Thazhuthalikuppam, Chinna Paniyur, Periya Paniyur, Othiyur, Kadapakkam, Alambraikuppam) in Edaikazhinadu Panchayath, Kancheepuram district. Initially we have distributed fool, cloth mostly collected from local people.  Then after understanding the situation we have initiated 11 recreational centres for children, we have also appointed 13 local girls affected by Tsunami as animators in those centres.  All these girls are given short term trainings on psychosocial care. In these centres children are given psychosocial care and supplementary nutrition.  

Since their livelihood sources like boats and nets are completely lost and they are also frightened of entering into the sea its become very important to find alternative sources of livelihood sources. It is also become very important to create alternative livelihood sources for women because the burden of looking after the family is on women.  So we have decided to give trainings on alternative vocational skills so that they can earn some money through alternative employments.  In the village we had no problem immediately we have provide trainings on  coir making and coconut thatch roof making.  In the villages there are coconut trees so they get the raw materials easily, the finished product like coir and thatch they can use it for themselves are market it in the villages itself.  We have trained 50 womens in coir and coconut leaf thatch roof making.  After the training we have also given Rs.500 as capital for each women.  Out of that each one is given Rs.100 in their hands and the rest Rs.400 is put in a joint account in the local bank.  That is each group is given Rs.10,000 to buy further raw materials.  In the villages another 20 adolescent girls are attending the tailoring training.  5 girls are also given computer operation training.  

In the city we found little hard to select the right kind of vocational skill training. In the city area we have provided trainings in screen printing, paper bag making, shoe upper making, washing powder making. Nearly 90 women benefited from these activities, we have also given a grinder to one woman.  In cities marketing is a problem so now we ourselves are buying the paper bags produced by them, we are also helping the screen printing unit to get orders. We have also distributed 2000 vegetable seedlings to women; this would not only give vegetable but the growing plants also give hope for them 

Special attention were given to the need of adolescent girl children, recreational activities like puppet show and street theatres were organized involving them.  We have also distributed dress for them in Thazhuthalikuppam village.  Nearly 1000 children are given supplementary nutrition in these 13 villages.  In 3 villages we have paid the Tuition fees for the children studying private schools, in the fishing villages nearly 50% of the children are studying in private schools.

This is a good experience to learn about the gender aspects of the relief and rehabilitation activities.  We have been conducting regular meetings with the women’s groups to plan for rebuilding their livelihood sources.  In the coming months we are also planning to give training on palm leaf products, incense stick making, mud block making for low cost construction, dress making.

We are a member of North Tamilnadu Tsunami Relief and Rehabilitation Network, when the fishermen’s houses are demolished in the city our network filed a Public Interest Litigation in the court stopping the demolition of houses and vacating the fishermen from the seashore in the name of Tsunami rehabilitation.  

What we are planning to do is to equip women’s group to involve in the rehabilitation work and also educate about the gender aspects in disaster management and motiviate them to use this opportunity for social change benefiting women.  Vocational trainings not only provided new skills and income for women in this disaster situation it also gave lot of confidence and hope for women.
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Thatch Roof making training
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Coir Making Training
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Paper bag making training
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Women participating in a recreational activity

